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July 30, 2021 
 

 
 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 
Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members: 

Next Meeting:  None 

Planning Commission Monday, 8/2 is cancelled. 

Natalie Dean reports that the Neighborhood Enhancement Program is full speed ahead.        

We now have 8 projects approved and starting.  There are a total of 5 projects in the Walter 

Ward Park Neighborhood and 5 projects in the Water Tower Park Neighborhood. 

 

The MSHDA MOD grant home at 505 Spruce is currently under 

contract.  The City and MSHDA hope to close on this home by the 

first part of September.  Accent Homes will be placing a new 

modular in the lot next door in the fall as well.  This modular will 

be placed for sale.  The remaining 2 lots on the Parsonage-Spruce 

block are being offered for $1 for anyone wanting to place a new 

home on them.  More information can be found at:  

https://www.cityofdowagiac.com/government/housing___development_opportunities.php 

 

 

Code Enforcement Officer, Steve Allen reports on this week’s code enforcement activities  

Including 69 inspections 
  

1. 13 weed and grass violations closed mowed by owners. 

2. 19 weed and grass violations turned over to contractor. 

3. 7 new weed and grass violations. 

4. 7 blight violations re-inspection, still open. 

5. 6 blight violations closed resolved by home owner. 

6. 1 abandon automobile violation closed, vehicle removed. 

7. 13 exterior property maintenance violations. Re-inspections, still open. 

8. 1 parking violation resolved, vehicle remove.  

9. 1 parking violation re-inspection, still open. 

10. 1 obstruction violation closed, 400 blk of Main St. 

 

Special cases 

Public hearings scheduled for two fire damaged homes located at 310 E. Telegraph St., and 

404 Thickstun Street. 

 

https://www.cityofdowagiac.com/government/housing___development_opportunities.php


 

Deputy Police Chief David Toxopeus reports a formal hearing was held with Sweet 

Automotive.   He pled guilty to Parking on Lawn and too many vehicles and has agreed to 

pave the driveway.   The presiding Judge gave him 30 days to pave driveway and 15 days to 

move cars and get them registered.  The process of paving the driveway has begun.    

 

An informal hearing is scheduled for August 13, reguarding repeated, excessive trash at 621 

McCleary Street.    

 

Director of Public Services Chad Tyrakowski  

 

Another eventful week. An electric line on the 100 block of Cross St. Friday night, causing an 

outage on Cross, W. Wayne, and Green.  MEC repaired the line, found to have been caused 

by failed connectors.  Final paving of Jefferson/Pokagon has been completed, with striping 

and a few loose ends to tie up.  The storm that blew through early Thursday morning missed 

the city, but again hit Sister Lakes, resulting in an AEP outage, and running generators at lift-

stations.  

 

We are working with EGLE on several items, 

including corrective-actions for the CCWS Sanitary 

Survey, the potential connection of Colony Bay, the 

Penn Tower project permit, finalizing IPP (Industrial 

Pretreatment Program) procedures for our SUO (Sewer 

Use Ordinance), and in conjunction with CST/Hamlett 

Environmental on a roof replacement for the WTP 

Clearwell. 

 

 

The final Lead & Copper Samples were obtained and shipped.  Quentin worked with 

Wightman to find and correct location drawings for the Village of Cassopolis/CCWS 

interconnect.  The SLAUA Generators were load-bank tested by Reliable Generator.  The 3-

phase connector of one, and a single-phase connector of the other was also repaired. 

 

A sewer cleanout was installed at a residence on Jefferson due to roots.  The sewer main was 

also jetted and televised.  Since the customer was flowing, we pulled off due to the scheduled 

paving, and will return.  Cleanout issues were also explored off of McPhil, and Haley in Sister 

Lakes. 

 

Utilities, MEC, and DPW completed July disconnects.  A PO was issued to rejuvenate the 

clock bed on S. Front St.  Paver bricks were taken to the Business Center on Prairie Ronde.  

Fertilizer was applied at various city sites, and trees trimmed.  

    

Sincerely,     

 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 

  

 


